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When you think of a
refugee student, who (and
what) comes to mind?

What characteristics do you imagine?
What needs do you think of?

What talents or assets do you picture this
young person possessing?




Refugee Defined

Arefugee is a
person outside
his or her own
country who is
unable or
unwilling to
return because
of a well-founded
fear of
persecution on
account of:

Retlgiz)n Nationality

Social Group Political Opinion




What does it mean to be a refugee?

What if people of your faith or ethnic group were being
singled out, kidnapped, tortured, and killed?

What would you do right now if explosions began
rocking the city, coming closer and closer?




The 10 biggest crises worldwide

Total number of refugees end of 2014

Syria 3.883.585
Afghanistan 2.593.368
Sudan/South Sudan 1.282.164

Somalia 1.106.068
DR Congo [ 516.770 >
Myanmar [ 479.001 W
raq [ 4c0.000 M '?; ¢ f,
Eritrea [N 363.077

Colombia - 360.298
Pakistan - 335.915

Source: UNHCR




WHERE REFUGEES CAME
FROM IN 2015

@® Near east/
South Asia 35.2%

‘ Africa 31.7%
. East Asia 26.7%
Europe 3.4%

Latin America/
Caribbean 3%
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2014STATISTICS
UICKGUIDETO  ONREFUGEES

Refugees accepted by U. . Qlotal warld rejn_gees from Syria
63,386 2%

Worldwide refugee population . A7\ Refugees under UNHCR mandate
19.5 million o 144 million

42,500 people leave their homes per day
because of conflict

86% refugees in developing
countries

http://arizonasonoranewsservice.com/despite-rhetoric-
refugees-are-a-humanitarian-concern/




. 51% under the age of 18 Typically, families have priority.

I a child reaches 18 years of age during

process, they will begin a new file
individually.

Less common for “fighting age" males fo
be recommended.

Possible reosons for individual male
40% adults recommendations.

Prior service with LS. forces
Medical reasons

LGBT concerns

http://arizonasonoranewsservice.com/despite-rhetoric-
refugees-are-a-humanitarian-concern/




45-60 million displaced people (including

registered refugees) worldwide today
(UNHCR active case numbers = approx. 14 million)

60-80% are women & children
(51% are under 18 years old)

5-35% are rape and/or torture survivors

only 1% worldwide will be resettled to a
3" country like the USA, Canada,
Germany...




The most and least welcoming states for refugees

Relative to their own populations, North and South Dakota have settled the most refugees

in recent years, while Southern states have settled some of the fewest. (Data from fiscal
years 2013 and 2014)

Bottom 20%
Fewer than 6 refugees per
100K residents over two years

Top 20%
More than 68 refugees per
100K residents over two years

WAPO.ST/WONKBLOG
SOURCE: U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement




Top Six Origin Countries in
Arizona




Pima County’s Top Resettlement Countries of Origin
this year are:

"Democratic Republic of the Congo
"Somalia

*lraq

"Burundi

"Eritrea

Also, we have welcomed a number of individuals and families
from Sudan, Cuba, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Afghanistan, and Syria







A refugee’s future? Waiting. ..

What future do refugees face?

|) Refugees flee to a camp & wait for UNHCR
to give them refugee status. Sometimes they
llegally enter neighboring cities and can

choose to approach the UNHCR office in that
location.

2) From there, UNHCR looks for “durable”
solutions to the crisis.

The average wait time is 10 years.




DURABLE SOLUTIONS

Voluntary Local Third Country
Repatriation Integration Resettlement




TRAJECTORY OF A REFUGEE
SETTLING IN AMERICA
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7 CULTURAL ORIENTATION AND

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (DHS)/USCIS INTERVIEW: ASSIGNMENT TO DOMESTIC RESETTLEMENT LOCATIONS:

THE SCREENING PROCESS 4

FOR REFUGEE ENTRY
INTO THE UNITED STATES

Appli cultural ori ion classes.

Interviews are conducted by USCIS Officers
specially trained for interviews

MANY REFUGEE APPLICANTS IDENTIFY THEMSELVES TO

An assessment is made by a U.S.-based non-governmental
organization to determine the best location
for the candidate(s). Considerations include:

THE U.N. REFUGEE AGENCY, UNHCR. UNHCR, THEN: H

Collects identifying documents Fingerprints are collected and submitted (biometric check)

Q Family; candidates with family in a certain area may be placed

b, Performs initial assessment in that area
N

® Collects biodata: name, address, birthday, place of birth, etc. Re-interviews can be conducted if fingerprint results @ Health; a candidate with asthma may be matched to certain regions.
or new information raises questions. If new /
biographic information is identified by USCIS at an
interview, additional security checks on the
information are conducted. USCIS may place a case
on hold to do additional research or investigation.
Otherwise, the process continues.

@ Collects biometrics: iris scans

(for Syrians, and other refugee populations in the Middle East) A location is chosen.

@ Interviews applicants to confirm refugee status and the need for resettlement

RECURRENT VETTING:

@ Initial information checked again

IF THERE IS DOUBT
about whether
an applicant poses
. Throughout this process, pending applications a security risk, they

continue to be checked against terrorist databases, will not be admitted.
BIOMETRIC SECURITY CHECKS: to ensure new, relevant terrorism information has
not come to light. If a match is found, that case is
paused for further review.

Only applicants who are strong candidates for
resettlement move forward (less than 1% of global refugee population).

APPLICANTS ARE RECEIVED BY A FEDERALLY-FUNDED
RESETTLEMENT SUPPORT CENTER (RSC):

Collicts Weifylng documisnts Applicant's fingerprints are taken by U.S. government employees

Applicants who continue to have no flags continue the process.
Creates an applicant file

@ Fingerprints are screened against the FBI's biometric database
Compiles information to conduct biographic security checks

8  TrAVEL
BIOGRAPHIC SECURITY CHECKS START WITH
ENHANCED INTERAGENCY SECURITY CHECKS:

@ Fingerprints are screened against the DHS biometric database,
REFUGEES R S : : e
ARE SUBJECT TO containing watch-list information and previous immigration

THE HIGHEST LEVEL : encounters in the U.S. and overseas.
OF SECURITY CHECKS :
of any category : . :
of traveler to the : ® Fingerprints are screened against the U.S. Department of
United States. ( /

International Organization for Migration books travel

U.S. security agencies screen the candidate,
including:
Prior to entry in the United States, applicants are subject to:

@ National Counterterrorism Center/ Defense biometric database, which includes fingerprint 4
Intelligence Community records captured in |raq and other locations. ® Screening from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s
® ‘ National Targeting Center-Passenger
FBI
@ Department of Homeland Securit @ The Transportation Security Administration’s Secure
g Y IFNOT ALREADY HALTED, THIS IS THE END POINT Flight Program
@® State Department FOR CASES WITH SECURITY CONCERNS.
Otherwise, the process continues. _l THIS IS THE END POINT FOR SOME APPLICANTS.
. The screening looks for indicators, like: Applicants who have no flags continue the process.

® Information that the individual is a security risk
6  MEDICAL CHECK: s ARRIVAL
@ Connections to known bad actors - :

@ Outstanding warrants/immigration or criminal violations

Th df dical 3 isd inad All refugees are required to apply for a green card within
DHS conducts an enhanced review of Syrian cases, e need for medical screening is determine: a year of their arrival to the United States, which triggers:
which may be referred to USCIS Fraud Detection and \

National Security Directorate for review. Research

® Another set of security procedures with the U.S. government.

that is used by the interviewing officer informs lines
of question related to the applicant’s eligibility and credibility. _ THIS IS THE END POINT FOR CASES DENIED
) _ A ) o DUE TO MEDICAL REASONS. ® REFUGEES ARE WOVEN INTO THE RICH FABRIC
- This process is repeated any time new information is provided, Refugees may be provided medical treatment OF AMERICAN SOCIETY!
such as a previously used name or different phone number. = 2 =
Otherwise, the process continues. for communicable diseases such as tuberculosis.

WHITEHOUSE.GOV




How Refugees Get 1o the US.

OVERSEAS U.S. BORDER
/\ REFUGE |
RESET] Al US GREA )
RO
A2
. Ty
US. DEPT. UNHCR DHS LLS. DEPT.
OF STATE OF STATE

4 ENTERS ON
AFFIRMATIVE | . FLEEING VALID VISA
ASYLUM PROCESS PERSECUTION

UNITED STATES

ASYLUM
APPLICATION
and Interview
with USCIS
2> PAROLE

PROCESS

FOR “ARRIVING” - FLEEING REOUESTS ASYLUM
ASYLUM SEEKERS | PERSECUTION border

ZIMMIGRATION—

DETENTION
Credible Fear
INTERVIEW

Tourist, Student,

DEFENSIVE FLEEING EWI, etc. InUS. without status
ASYLUM PROCESS PERSECUTION OVERSTAYS VISA OR EWI

DOES NOT REQUEST
ASYLUM at border

ICE ENFORCEMENT ACTION [NTA] ASYLUM

Possible detention

HEARING Before
Immigration Judge
on Asylum Claim =

DENIED
Deported

APPLICATION

Designed by Ryen Dunsmuir and Humen Rights First, besed onan
onginal design by Wil Caloy snd Josuit Refugee Serwoe/ USA (Fobruary 2010)




Tucson Resettlement Agencies

rr:\\ Catholic Community Services

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SERVICES
OF §

OUTHERN ARIZONA, INC

Refugee Focus

(a division of Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest)

International Rescue Committee




Resettlement in Tucson

Common challenges for new arrivals:
* Learning the language
* Getting around Tucson
* Securing employment
* Living in poverty
* Navigating the healthcare system and other
government bureaucracies

* Adapting to American culture (norms, time,
individualism, new school systems...)




Federal Resettlement Goal:
Self-sufficiency within 6 months

Self-Sufficiency
Health/

Disability Status

Individuals with physical,
cognitive, mental, sensory,
emotional or
developmental capacity
concerns participate to the
fullest extent possible at Fam“y

school or at work. Structure

The stability of families
and attributes of parents
influence development of

positive behaviors and

healthy relationships.




Common challenges for refugee youth:

* Adjustment to a new educational system
* Limited or fragmented educational past
* Language acquisition

* Cultural dislocation

* Cultural misunderstandings

* Competing cultural values & norms

* Identity “crisis” (beyond typical adolescent searching &
identity formation)

* Intergenerational conflict/role reversals
* Discrimination

* Past trauma/grief

* Living in poverty




You Can Expect...

Refugees who speak limited English
Refugees who speak excellent English

A family with limited formal education
A family that is highly skilled and educated

Students that seem conservative, traditional, or
“foreign”
Students that seem very liberal or “westernized”




Education in refugee camps varies greatly...

* Many times only primary and middle
school is available in the camps.

* When it is, there can be more than 100
students in the class.

* Boys are often more likely to have been
sent to school.




Education in refugee camps varies...

R

me Regions of Africa

So




Afghan Children
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Karenni students in a refugee
camp school in Thailand




Dadaab, Kenya
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Congolese refugee students in
Sudan
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Education in
the United
States




So, what can we do as caring, skilled
educators and community partners
to help all of our students and
families transition and find success
here in Tucson, Arizona?
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Try Integrated Content &
Language Learning

* Whatever you are teaching or doing,
make the language involved in that
activity explicit

* The ways of thinking specific to a
discipline or community of practice

* The tools necessary for the student and
family to participate in the activity




Integrated Content & Language Learning

*ELLs cannot see (and
most certainly cannot
learn) the language of .
your field unless itis &=— _ —=
taught explicitly




Engage the Family

* Getting the whole family involved
increases the chances of success for
each student in our schools

* Family engagement can look and feel a
variety of ways...not just the traditional
“parent-teacher conference”




Approach the work from an
ASSETS-BASED perspective:

* Take time to discover the interests,
talents, skills that your students bring to
the classroom & build upon those

* Recognize the resilience, perseverance,
and drive of each refugee we meet here
in Tucson

* Be thoughtful about the language you
use in relation to “refugees”




Position Yourself Honestly:

* Develop Self-Awareness

—Be aware of your worldview, values,
and behaviors

—Be aware of your prejudices
* Develop Awareness of Different Cultures

—Listen & Learn & Appreciate

 Connect, connect, connect!




Collaborative Engagement
to Nurture Talent ana
Educate Responsively

a program of Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest




Supporting
Refugee & Immigrant
Students

Serving as a hub and catalyst for the
best in educational practice and youth
development for
Tucson's diverse and globally conscious
learners, their parents, and the
teachers, school and agency staff,
volunteers, and
other community partners who work
with them across the city.










Programs for 12-24 year olds:

=tutoring & mentoring

=drop in study space and computer lab
"Finding Voice Project

"Friends of the World club

sother club & extracurricular activities
=career exploration and readiness workshops
=college information workshops

=field trips and community service projects

"help with school paperwork & with finding other
supports a student/family may need
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CENTER welcomes students,
families, teachers, & staff from:

Catholic Community Services
Refugee Focus

International Rescue Committee

Tucson Unified School District
Amphitheater School District
Sunnyside Unified School District

Other Community Organizations & Schools

% PimaCommunityCollege




